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A Child’s Introduction to Photography 

Permission is granted to families and teachers to reproduce this unit  

for their families or individual classrooms.   

Please do not offer this unit for resale without the author’s permission. 

 

 

Year 1: The Basics 

1. Parts of a camera 

2. How to turn on a camera, aim it, and take a picture 

3. How to hold a camera and how to hold it still 

4. Focal lock 

5. Composition 

a. Fill a picture / off center often more interesting 

b. Background—what’s in it? 

6. Zoom in and out/Get in Close 

7. Photograph from different viewpoints 

Up/high or down/low 

8. Move around subject 

9. Experiment and be creative 

Year 2: Lighting and Composition 

1. Is there’s enough light?  How and when to use a flash 

2. Don’t shoot into the light 

3. Light and shadows 

4. Modes 

5. Rule of Thirds 

6. Balancing things and people—choosing a variety of subjects 

7. Shutter Lag 

8. Waiting for the right picture 

9. Background, Part 2 

Other topics: 

+ Setting/backgrounds 

+ Photo editing 

+ Posing/Placing People 
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Resources: 

Print:  DK Digital Photo Magic 

Internet: http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-teach-and-introduce-children-the-wonders-of-

photography#ixzz1uOl2dTxc 

http://digital-photography-school.com/13-lessons-to-teach-your-child-about-digital-

photography#ixzz1uOlJXl4t 

http://www.photographymuseum.com/ 

Notes to Parents: 

 After lesson 1, take a tour of a local photography 

museum or visit the online virtual photography 

museum at http://www.photographymuseum.com/ 

 For this course, I’d suggest using a point and shoot 

type of digital camera, not a DSLR.  It will be easier 

for students to learn the basics with this type of 

camera first, preferably one that has an accurate 

viewfinder.  Not all point and shoot digital cameras 

have this feature though.  Many Canon Powershots 

do.  If yours doesn’t, just adjust the lessons for the 

instructions on looking through a viewfinder.  For 

year 2, you can use a DSLR if you wish.   

 

 

 

 

http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-teach-and-introduce-children-the-wonders-of-photography#ixzz1uOl2dTxc
http://digital-photography-school.com/how-to-teach-and-introduce-children-the-wonders-of-photography#ixzz1uOl2dTxc
http://www.photographymuseum.com/
http://www.photographymuseum.com/


 3 Photography Unit  

 

Note to Parents… 

Two years ago, I transitioned from using my film camera, an SLR to a DSLR.   

This unit includes lessons on some of the basics I learned twenty years ago in 

a high school photography course and some new simple tips I have learned 

about composition and perspective.   

I wrote this unit for my children who are all in grades PK4-5.  I had my 

oldest daughter in mind.  Much of what Shannon’s character says are 

questions I think she might ask or things she might say.   

If you are interested in seeing some of the photographs I have taken, you 

can view them here: http://glimpsesbysuzanne.blogspot.com/p/portrait-

samples.html 

Please feel free to email me at suzannesniffen@yahoo.com if you have any 

questions about any of the lessons, 

       Sincerely, 

        

         

http://glimpsesbysuzanne.blogspot.com/p/portrait-samples.html
http://glimpsesbysuzanne.blogspot.com/p/portrait-samples.html
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Something Old, Lesson 1 

 Shannon watched as her grandfather opened up an old bag and took something out.  It looked 

strange.  It was large, square, and black.  Around it was a hard, brown, leather case.  She wasn’t sure 

what it was.  He took part of the case off the front and held the black object up to his eye.  He turned a 

dial on the front, lifted it to his eye, pointed it squarely at her, and then pressed a button on top!   

 Click! 

 In Shannon’s grandfather’s hands was his old camera.  He had taken pictures with it for years.  It 

was an SLR (single lens reflex) camera.  When he clicked the button, the camera had snapped a picture 

and recorded the image on film.   

 She ran over to him and tugged on his arm.  “Grandpa Bill, what is that?” she asked curiously. 

 “It’s a camera.  You silly goose!” Her grandpa replied. 

 “Really?  Can I see the picture you took?” 

 Grandpa Bill laughed to himself.  “Shannon, cameras didn’t used to work that way.  I have to 

take the film to the store before I can see what the pictures will look like.” 

 “But, I can see the pictures right away on Mom’s camera.” Shannon didn’t understand. 

 Her grandfather patiently explained, “That’s because she has a digital camera.  I have a film 

camera.  Her pictures are taken electronically and recorded on a memory card.  My pictures are 

recorded on film.  The film will become negatives that prints--photos can be made from.” 

 “Why don’t you have a camera like Mom’s then, so you can see the pictures right away?” 

Shannon wondered out loud.  She thought it would be a lot better if you could see the pictures when 

you take them and not have to wait!  Even Mom’s phone could take pictures on it that she could see 

right away. 

 He answered with half a grin, “I’m what you might call, old-fashioned.  I like my old camera.  It 

works differently, and I’ve had it a very long time.”   

Shannon didn’t remember, but her mom, Cindy, had taken pictures with a film camera until 

three years ago when she got a digital camera for her birthday.  Her mom, on the other hand, did 

remember as she overheard Shannon talking to her dad.  Cindy agreed with Shannon.  It is much easier 

to snap pictures with her digital camera.  She can delete the bad pictures that don’t come out—like that 

really bad picture of her Aunt Lucy from the last Family Reunion.  It is much cheaper than printing all of 

the pictures and then finding out which ones are good and which ones are bad.   

But, she understood that her dad loved his old camera.   

“Dad, do you want you try and use my camera?”  Cindy asked.  She knew he’d probably say no, 

but he just might be curious enough to try it out. 

Her dad almost frowned, “I have to admit.  My camera isn’t working as well.  I called the camera 

shop and they said it would be really expensive to fix it.  So, I might have to get a digital camera.  I don’t 

think I’m going to have a choice.” 



 5 Photography Unit  

 

“Well, they’re not so bad.  There are some good things about them that might surprise you.”  

Cindy said, trying to reassure her dad. 

“I don’t know.”  Grandpa Bill said looking at the camera in his hands. 

Shannon listened to her mom and Grandpa Bill talk.  She didn’t understand what all the fuss was 

about.  Why wouldn’t someone want something new that worked faster and in her mind--better!? 
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Parts of a Camera 

Lesson 1:  Know the parts of your camera 

Draw a picture of the camera your parents are going to let you use for these 

photography lessons. 

Label:   

Front View 

1. Shutter button: takes the  

picture 

2. The on/off switch 

3. Front of the viewfinder 

4. Flash 

5. Zoom lens: can help you see an  

object close-up  

6. Zoom lens control 

7. Main dial:  Point and shoot  

cameras have two basic modes:  Auto (picture 

taking mode) and playback mode (so you  

can see the pictures you’ve taken. 

 

Back View 

1. Screen: shows what the camera  

lens sees 

2. Trash button: to erase the pictures  

you don’t want to keep 

3. Viewfinder 

4. Memory card spot 

5. Battery 
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  Parts of a Camera 

Lesson 1, Part 2 

Find a family member with an old camera.  Draw a picture of it and label the parts 

you can find—don’t worry if they aren’t on this camera.   

 
Front View 

8. Shutter button: takes the  

picture 

9. The on/off switch 

10. Front of the viewfinder 

11. Flash 

12. Zoom lens: can help you see an  

object close-up  

13. Zoom lens control 

14. Main dial:  point and shoot  

cameras have two basic modes:  Auto (picture 

taking mode) and playback mode (so you  

can see the pictures you’ve taken. 

 

What else is on the front? 

15. __________________________________ 

16. __________________________________ 

 

Back View 

6. Screen: shows what the camera  

lens sees 

7. Trash button: to erase the pictures  

you don’t want to keep 

8. Viewfinder 

9. Memory card spot 

10. Battery 

11. Picture counter 

12. Lever to open the back of the camera 

What else is on the back? 

13. __________________________ 

14. ____________________________ 
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Cameras:  Then and Now 
 

How are they the same?  List 3 similarities. 

1. ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

 

How are they different?  List 3 differences. 

1. ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

2. ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 

3. ______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________ 
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Snap! Lesson 2 

 Bill had to admit that it would be fun to see the pictures he took right away instead of having to 

wait to get them back from the photography shop.  While he was thinking about whether he could bring 

himself to buy a digital camera, his granddaughter came up to him with a request.   

 “Can you show me how?  How do I take a picture?”  She requested with plaintive eyes. 

 “Sure.”  Her grandpa was glad for the chance to show her.  It seemed like everyone was 

forgetting the way things used to be done and that there was a lot of skill to taking a good picture.  He 

placed his camera in her hands.   

 “There’s all sorts of film cameras.  Older ones just required that you wind the film so you could 

take the next picture.  Newer ones have a battery that do that for you, so you have to turn them on 

when you’re ready to take a picture.  This one is pretty old, so we have to press this little lever back first.  

Then, you can raise it up to your eye and look at what you want to take a picture of.” 

 Shannon raised the camera.  It was heavier than she thought it would be.  Her mom had let her 

use her digital camera a few times and it was really light.  She looked through the little window as her 

grandpa instructed.  She couldn’t see anything at all. 

 “Grandpa, I can’t see anything!” 

 Grandpa Bill chuckled heartily.  “Well, you do have to take the lens cap off first.  That protects 

the lens from getting damaged.  Let’s take it off and see how things go then.” 

 With the lens cap off, Shannon looked again.  She could sort of see, but nothing was clear.  

Everything was blurry. 

 “I don’t understand.  I still can’t see anything.  Everything looks fuzzy.”  Shannon was starting to 

get a little frustrated.  She just wanted to take a picture. 

 “Okay, munchkin.  There’s another step.  Do you see this ring?  You need to turn it until things 

come into focus.  To be ‘in focus’ means to ‘be clear’.”  He slowly turned the ring for her.  “Tell me when 

things seem clearer.” 

 What Shannon saw through the camera was changing.  It was getting clearer just as her Grandpa 

said it would. “Stop!  It’s clear now.”  Shannon exclaimed. 

 “Good.  Now, pull back this lever so the camera’s ready to take a picture and press the button 

when you’re ready.”  He moved her hand to the lever and then the button.  Then he stepped back to 

watch her take the picture. 

 Click! 

 “Now what?” 
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 “Now you wait until you see something else that you want to take a picture of.” 

 “Oh.”  Her brows furrowed.  She didn’t understand.  Wasn’t anything else going to happen?  She 

remembered that her grandpa had said he needed to take the film to the store.  “Can you take it to the 

store now?” she requested. 

 “Nope.  I’m going to wait until I’ve finished the roll.  This roll of film will take 24 pictures.  I don’t 

want to waste the film,” he explained. 

 “Okay.”  Shannon said showing her disappointment.  She wanted to see the picture she took.   

 

What were the steps Shannon took to take a picture with her Grandpa’s camera? 

1.________________________________________________________________ 

2.________________________________________________________________ 

3.________________________________________________________________ 

4.________________________________________________________________ 

 

 Her mom had been watching and listening all along.  Now she jumped in.  “How about if I show 

you and Grandpa how to take a picture with my camera.  It’s a lot like this one.  The biggest difference is 

that you can see the picture right away on the screen after you’ve taken it.”   

 She took her camera out of the case.  As she watched her mom, Shannon realized that her 

camera really was smaller!  And lighter!  Her mom placed the camera in her hand and started telling her 

about it. 

 “This is different than your grandpa’s camera.  On his camera, you can focus the camera.  This 

camera will focus for you automatically.  Here’s the on/off switch.  Let’s turn it on.” 

 She flipped the switch and the screen on the back of the camera came to life.  Shannon noticed 

that it had a lot of things on it!   

 “It’s easy to use.  Let me show you,” her mom explained as she reached over to point out the 

shutter button to Shannon.  “When you press this button all the way down, you’ll hear a ‘click’.  This 

sound means the camera shutter has closed and taken a picture.  Then we can switch the camera mode 

to play and see the picture.”  She looked through the viewfinder, pressed the button, and took a picture.  

Then she showed Shannon the picture she had just taken. 

“Wow, Mom!  That’s cool.  Can I try now?”  Shannon was eager to snap some pictures.    
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Lesson 2 Activity 

Grandpa Bill has a film camera and Cindy has a digital camera.  There are two main types of film and 

digital cameras.  They are SLRs and point-and-shoot cameras.   

SLR stands for single lens reflex camera.  A DSLR is a digital SLR.  With an SLR, you can focus on your 

subject and zoom in and out—get closer to the subject without moving.   An SLR (single lens reflex 

camera) will let you zoom in and out, focus the picture yourself (clear or fuzzy), and you can see through 

the viewfinder what will be in your picture.   

With film point-and-shoot cameras, you look through a little window and see what picture the camera 

will take.    Digital point-and-shoot cameras have two ways of taking pictures.  Some have a little window 

to look through.  Others use the screen to show you what picture the camera will take.  A point-and-

shoot camera will always use auto-focus.   

Now let’s begin the activity… 

 

Every digital camera has an on/off button.  Find the button and turn the camera on.   

Does your camera have a viewfinder that you can look through and see what picture the camera will 

take?   

 

If your camera does not have a viewfinder, 

Find the shutter button on your camera. 

If your camera does not have a viewfinder, position the screen so that you see a picture in it that you 

want to take.  Then, press the shutter button.  Find the playback button to see the picture you took.   

For cameras with a viewfinder: 

If it does, look through and press the shutter button.   

 Next, press the image playback button. 

 Look to see if the picture is the same as what you saw through the viewfinder. 

Your next assignment:   

Take five pictures of people, places, or things that look interesting to you. 

Your teacher will show you how to upload pictures to the computer and open a photography program 

(like Google’s Picasa).  They will also teach you about how to scroll through the pictures and look at all of 
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them.  Use the worksheet following this assignment to record your favorite photos and write down a 

reason why you like each picture. 

Talk with your teacher about why you think they are interesting. 

Parent note: Take pictures too.  Share together.  Adjust the number of pictures you talk about based on 

how many student photographers you have.  This lesson can be short or long! 

Apple has a free photo viewing program on its Macintosh computers.  Most digital cameras also come 

with a program that you likely installed when you purchased your camera.  If you have a PC computer 

and would like a simple photo-editing program, you can download Google’s Picasa program for free.   
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Lesson 3: Holding a Camera 

Soon it was Shannon’s birthday, so Grandpa Bill decided to surprise her with an extra special gift this 

year.   

The day of Shannon’s birthday, Grandpa Bill arrived early to give her this special gift.   

“Grandpa Bill!”  Shannon exclaimed.  “You’re here!” 

“Of course I am little one,” he said smiling. 

She furrowed her brow, “You’re early.” 

“I am.  I have something special to give you this year.” He told her. 

“Can I open it now?”  Shannon asked eagerly. 

“You can if your mom and dad say it’s okay.” 

Shannon ran off to check and get their approval.  In only a minute, she was back to open her present.  

After pulling the wrapping paper off, she knew what her surprise was.  A camera of her own!  Shannon 

was thrilled.   

Grandpa Bill helped her take it out of the box.  Her mom had been watching from the next room and 

came over to help Shannon get her camera ready to use.  They put in the batteries and memory card.  

Then her mom showed her how to turn it on and snap a picture.  Shannon tried to tell her mom that she 

already knew how to do all of this, but her mom patiently explained to her that every camera is different 

and that her daughter needed to listen. 

Shannon held the camera up to her eye and took her first picture.  It was fun!  She ran into the room 

and took a bunch more.  Now, she wanted to see them, so she took the camera back to her mom. 

“Mom, can you show me how to see my pictures?” 

“Sure,” her mom smiled in reply. 

Cindy turned the button on the top to the play setting and showed Shannon how to use the arrows on 

the back of the camera to look through the pictures.   

Shannon furrowed her brow.  They didn’t look like she thought they would.  Her dad’s head was cut off 

from the picture and a lot of the shapes in the pictures were blurry. 

“Something’s wrong.”  Shannon said concerned. 

Her mom looked over her shoulder. 



 14 Photography Unit  

 

“Oh.  I need to show you how to do something.”  Her mom then explained that when a camera shakes 

while you’re taking a picture, the picture will be blurry.  You need to hold the camera still for a few 

seconds while you take a picture.   

She helped Shannon hold the camera with one hand on each side of it while Shannon raised the camera 

up to her eye.  Cindy moved Shannon’s right index finger to the shutter button and then pressed it 

down.  They held the camera in place momentarily while she took the picture.  Afterwards, Shannon 

turned the dial to the play feature and looked at her picture. 

It was better!  It wasn’t blurry anymore. 
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Lesson 3 Activity 

Take 5 pictures holding your camera with one hand. 

Then, take 5 pictures holding your camera with two hands.  This time, continue holding the 

camera still for a few seconds after you have pressed the shutter button.   

Upload the pictures to your computer and look through the pictures. 

Compare the first 5 to the second 5 pictures. 

Are there any differences?  Are the second set better—more in focus, less blurry? 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Note:  If the place your child is taking pictures in is very dark, make sure the flash feature 

is turned on.  Also, choose a lighter setting rather than a darker one because the shutter speed 

will be longer (and more likely to result in blurriness).   

For younger children, the bigger issue might be learning how to curl their extra fingers while 

holding the camera—so that their fingers aren’t constantly in front of the lens blocking the 

camera from taking a picture.  So before you hand the camera to your child, instruct them to 

curl their fingers and make a fist.  Explain that this is how we curl our fingers in.  When holding 

a camera, we “curl” our extra fingers in.   

I found that older children put one finger on top and bottom to steady the camera.  Older 

children seem to automatically curl the extra fingers.  Younger children put two fingers on top 

and their thumb on the bottom.  Remind them to curl their fingers “as if they were making a 

fist”.   

 

  



 16 Photography Unit  

 

Lesson 4:  Focal Lock 

The next week, Grandpa Bill joined Shannon’s family for their usual Sunday dinner.  During the meal, he 

surprised everyone by saying, “I did something this week that you’re going to be surprised by, Cindy.” 

“Really, Dad?” she queried. 

He pulled out a small case from the pocket inside his jacket.  He unzipped the case and pulled out his 

own digital camera. 

“Dad!  You’ve entered the twenty-first century!” Cindy laughed. 

“I know.  I just thought it would be fun to learn about these silly things with Shannon and that maybe 

you could teach us how to use them?” he proposed. 

Shannon thought that sounded like a great idea.  She’d been playing around with her camera, but there 

were a lot of things she couldn’t figure out.  Time with her Grandpa Bill and her mom was always fun.  

He always teased her mom.  

Her dad chimed in, “I think that’s a great idea.  And I’ll poke my nose in and give my two cents now and 

then if that’s okay.” 

Cindy looked at him, “You know as much as I do about our camera.” 

“I do,” he agreed, “but I think this would be a fun thing for you to do with Shannon and your dad.” 

So, it was agreed.  Their first lesson would begin right after they finished eating their Sunday meal. 

 

Shannon, Grandpa Bill, and Cindy sat down on the couch after lunch.  Cindy started out. 

“You both know how to turn on your camera and snap a picture.  But, there’s one big difference in how 

the camera focuses from your old camera, Dad.”  Cindy began to explain.  “On your old camera, you 

could focus on the subject of you picture by turning part of the lens on your camera.  Digital cameras are 

a little different.  When you look through the lens, you’ll see some little boxes.  When you press halfway 

down on the button, the camera focuses on those points.  Shannon, focusing on something means to 

make it clear—not blurry.” 

She showed them how to press the shutter button halfway on their cameras. 

She went on, “So, when you decide what you want to take a picture of, look through the camera and 

press halfway down.  If you don’t want that thing or person to be in the middle, keep your finger down 

move your camera into position so that the subject is where you want it in the picture and then press 

the button the rest of the way down.” 



 17 Photography Unit  

 

Shannon puzzled, “That’s complicated, Mom.”  

“No, it’s not so bad.  After you practice it a few times, you’ll figure out how to do it.” 
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Lesson 4 Activity 

Pick a person or thing that you want to take a picture of—your subject.  Practice pressing down the 

shutter button half way to focus on the subject, move the camera a little to the right or left so that the 

subject isn’t in the center anymore.  Then, press the button.   

Practice this with two or three different subjects. 

Upload your pictures and view them on your computer. 

 

Parent Note:  This lesson is one that matters much more for DSLR users.  But, it is a helpful skill to learn 

that can be transferred to more complex cameras later on.  You may be able to adjust the size of the 

auto focus area on your camera which will allow a child to see how focal lock can help.  On our 

Panasonic point-and-shoot, I press the menu button while in auto focus mode.  I can scroll down to the 

af (autofocus) mode and set what area is used for this feature.  
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Lesson 5:  What’s in Your Picture / Composition 

Grandpa Bill and Shannon decided to have their photography lessons every Saturday morning with her 

mom.  So, when Saturday morning rolled around, Shannon jumped out of bed and raced down to 

breakfast.  Her mom looked up and laughed.   

“You know Grandpa Bill isn’t going to be here till 10 o’clock!” she said smiling. 

“I know.  But, maybe he’ll come early.”  Shannon hoped 

“Maybe.”  Her mom agreed. 

 

When Grandpa Bill arrived at 10 a.m.,  Shannon was waiting for him outside. 

They went into the house together and found her mom with a bunch of pictures of Shannon on the 

coffee table.  A bunch of pictures of her mom were spread out on the floor. 

“Mom!  What are you doing with all of these pictures?”  Shannon asked puzzled. 

“I want to look at them with you.” 

“Why?”  she asked. 

“Well, before we talk about them.  I want you to look at the pictures and pick which ones are your 

favorites.  When you decide, I would like you to tell me why.” 

Grandpa Bill smiled.  He knew what his daughter was doing.  She wanted Shannon to think about what 

she was photographing and not just press the button on her camera.  He looked at the pictures too. 

Shannon held up two pictures.  They looked almost identical except that one was of her in front of 

Mount Rushmore and the other was in front of a tree. 

“Mom, I like these two, but for different reasons.” Shannon began to explain.  “I like this first one 

because it’s fun to remember Mount Rushmore, but I think I’d like it better without me in it.  I like the 

second one better because I’m smiling in front of the tree.” 

Her mom replied, “Shannon, that’s a great explanation.  What is behind you in the picture is called the 

background.  It’s important to think about what you want to take a picture of—your subject--and what’s 

behind your subject.  You don’t want the background to be more interesting than your subject.” 

Shannon realized that she had a lot more to think about when it came to taking pictures than she’d 

originally thought.  Maybe her mom had a lot to teach her after all… 
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Lesson 5 Information 

Children love to capture images on film.  There are all types of pictures.  Some are interesting and some 

aren’t.  What’s in a picture is called composition.   

Here are some topics to discuss: 

1)  Tip 1:  Fill your picture   

A subject should take about 1/3 or 2/3 of the frame.  You want space around the subject to give 

the subject a beginning and end.   

Children naturally gravitate to putting their subject at the center of the picture.  But, it can be 

more interesting if the subject is off center. 

2) Tip 2:  The Background 

What’s behind your subject?  You want your subject to be the most interesting part of the 

picture.  When you look at a picture, the first thing you want someone to look at is the subject—

the person or thing you are photographing, not the background.  With pictures of people, eyes 

draw our attention first.  The eyes are very important. 

Lesson 5 Activity 

Part A 

Choose 1 subject.   

1. Take 1 picture with the subject centered right in the middle of the picture.   

2. Then, move your camera a little to the left and snap a picture. 

3. Place the subject in the center of your frame again and then move your camera a little 

to the right.  Snap a picture. 

4. Repeat and move your camera a little up.  Snap a picture. 

5. Repeat and move your camera a little down.  Snap a picture. 

Upload your pictures and talk with your parent about which picture you like best of the 5 

pictures. 

Subject: ______________________ 

Which picture did you like best? _______________________ 

Why? _________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part B 

Ask one of your family members to be your subject.   

You are going to take 6 pictures of them.   

1. Place the person in front of a tree and take a picture. 

2. Place the person in front of a door and take a picture. 

3. Place the person by a wall and take a picture.   

4. Place the person in front of a car and take a picture. 

5. Place the person in front of a painted wall in the house and take a picture. 

6.  Choose your own background and take a picture. 

Upload your pictures and decide which background you like best.  Why?  

Subject: __________________________ 

Which background did you like best? ______________________________ 

Why? _________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent Note:  Some of the best backgrounds are those that are less busy and have interesting 

lines are great.  Bricks, doors with a grid in them, large trees with interesting bark…  You could 

ask your child to choose two different colored walls as well.  This exercise can help the child 

begin to observe the difference that color also makes in a picture’s background. 
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Lesson 6: Getting Closer 

“Hey Mom,” Shannon called out, “What’s this dial on my camera for?” 

“Hold on a sec, I’ll be right there,” her mom yelled back from the kitchen. 

Her mom came into the living room a second later drying her damp hands on her pants. 

“What dial?” she asked Shannon. 

“The one around the shutter button.” Shannon pointed out. 

“Oh, that’s the zoom button.  It will let you get closer to your subject without moving in closer.” 

“That seems cool.” Shannon’s eyes twinkled. 

“It can be really helpful when you can’t get any closer to what you want to photograph.” Her mom went 

on, “Do you remember the Thanksgiving Parade we went to last year?” 

“Yeah, it was fun!” Shannon smiled remembering. 

“Did you see my pictures that I took that day?” her mom asked. 

“I don’t remember seeing them.  Can I see them now?” Shannon questioned. 

“Sure.  Let’s grab them.”   

They pulled out the pictures and began looking through them.  Shannon was surprised at how big the 

floats were in the pictures.   

“Mom, the floats are so big!  But, we were way up in the bleachers.  How did you do that?” she 

wondered aloud. 

“The zoom you silly girl!  That’s what it can do—get you closer to something that you’re far away from.”  

Her mom explained. 

“Oh, now I understand.”  Shannon said.  She picked up her camera and took a picture of their fireplace 

across the room from her.  Then, she pressed the dial and the camera zoomed in.  It looked much bigger 

now!   

Click. 

“That’s cool, Mom.” Shannon said with a twinkle in her eye. 
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Lesson 6 Activity 

Go outside and pick 3 subjects. 

1.________________________________ 

2.________________________________ 

3.________________________________ 

Take a picture of each from at least 20 feet away. 

Then, use the zoom on your camera and zoom in on your subject.  Take a second picture of the 

subject. 

Repeat for each of your subjects. 

Upload your pictures and discuss them with your teachers.   

Which pictures do you like better?  Farther away or closer up?  _______________________ 

Why?  What do you like about them? _______________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 7: Point of View 

The next Friday, Shannon’s school was having a carnival with rides and games to raise funds for a new 

soccer field.  One of the rides was a fun house with crazy mirrors.  Shannon couldn’t wait to walk 

through this carnival attraction with her mom and laugh at how they looked! 

As they walked through the maze of the fun house, Shannon’s mom remembered something that she 

had forgotten to teach Shannon about photography.  The funny mirrors reminded her about how things 

look differently from viewpoints.  She was eager to show Shannon some fun tricks and see her creatively 

take photos of people and things. 

 

On Saturday morning, Shannon was glad to see Grandpa Bill arrive for their weekly photography lesson.  

Grandpa Bill arrived and Shannon was glad to see him.  Her mom called out from the garage, “Get your 

coats on, we’re going outside for our lesson today!” 

Coats were put on and cameras picked up.  The three of them stood together on the patio.  Cindy began 

with her instructions for Shannon. 

“Shannon, usually when we take pictures, our first impulse it to take it at normal height right from 

where we’re standing.  But, where we take a picture from affects the picture!  Let’s try a few things.” 

Her mom suggested. 

Her mom placed a flower pot on the floor.  First, she asked her to take a picture of the pot from where 

she was standing.  Then, she asked her to lay down on the ground and take a picture of the pot.  Then, 

she moved the pot up on to a table while Shannon was on the ground and asked her to look up and take 

a picture.  Her Grandpa Bill smiled knowingly.  This was a great way to help Shannon understand 

perspective, the point of view from which a photograph is taken.   

They uploaded the pictures and looked at each one.  The flower pot looked very different in all of the 

pictures.  In one of the pictures the flowers looked huge and the pot small.  In another picture, the pot 

looked huge and the flowers small.  In the final picture, the flowers and pot looked just like they did to 

Shannon when she was looking at them with her eyes.   

“Wow! That really does change things Mom!”  Shannon realized. 

Grandpa Bill suggested that they both go try this again by taking pictures of each other making silly 

faces.  Shannon thought that was a fun idea! 
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Lesson 7 Activity 

Part A 

Pick a person and ask them to sit on a chair or a stool.   

Subject: ___________________________ 

Take 3 pictures of the person. 

1) Take a picture of the person at their height. 

2) Stand on a chair or stool so that you will be taller than the subject and able to look 

down on your subject.  Take a second picture. 

3) Get down on the ground and look up at your subject.  Take a picture. 

Upload the pictures and look at how your perspective affects the pictures. 

Part B 

Go on a photo shoot.  Go around your house or outside and take 5-10 pictures.  Take pictures 

from a variety of viewpoints (straight on, from below your subjects/looking up, and looking 

down on your subjects). 

What is are your two favorite pictures? 

1. Subject: __________________________________ 

Why? __________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Subject: __________________________________ 

Why? ___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
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Lesson 8:  Moving Around 

Cindy was ready for their weekly photography lesson.  Grandpa Bill, Shannon, her husband, and 

she were all standing in the living room.   

“For this week’s lesson, we’re going to move around.  People look different from the back and 

front.  But, it all comes down to what you think is interesting.” 

She handed her husband a book and asked him to open it up and read silently for a few 

minutes.  Cindy took her camera and took a picture of him looking straight at him.  Then, she 

moved to his side and took a picture.  Then, she moved behind his shoulder to where she could 

still see his head bending down over his book and snapped another shot.   

Then, she showed Shannon the pictures using the play mode on her camera.  The pictures did 

look different from each other.  Shannon wasn’t sure which one she liked best, but it definitely 

wasn’t the first one her mom took.  The others were more interesting.   

Shannon and her Grandpa Bill took turns photographing each other the way her mom 

photographed her dad.  Then, they looked at the pictures on their cameras to see what they 

looked like.   

Grandpa Bill liked the one he took of Shannon from the side.  Shannon liked the one she took of 

Grandpa Bill when she was almost looking over his shoulder.  This lesson helped Shannon think 

even more about where she took pictures from. 

 

Lesson 8 Activity 

Go to a park (or to your backyard) and find a tree, bush, or flower you find interesting.  Take a 

picture of your subject from in front and then from different angles around the tree. 

Upload your pictures and discuss with your teacher which picture you like best. 

Ask a friend or family member to sit on a blanket outside and read a book.  Move around the 

person and take pictures from different positions.   

Upload the pictures and again discuss which picture you like best. 
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Lesson 9: Portfolio 

Shannon enjoyed getting together with her mom and Grandpa Bill to learn about photography.  

Shannon found that learning about taking pictures made her want to take more pictures.  She 

knew how to use her camera now.  Today was their last lesson. 

Shannon’s mom had a surprise for her dad and Shannon.  She had gone through all of the 

pictures they had taken and picked out what they all had thought were the best ones.  Online 

she made a book of the pictures to give each of them.   

The doorbell rang and Shannon ran from her room to open it. 

“Grandpa Bill!  I’m so glad you’re early.  Mom told me she has a surprise for us this week.”  

Shannon said excitedly. 

“I know.  I wonder what it will be.  Do you know?”  Grandpa Bill asked her. 

“No!  Mom has been keeping this a secret!  She’s never good at that either.  But, I haven’t been 

able to get any clues from her.”  She exasperatedly sighed. 

“Well, it looks like we’re going to find out now…” Grandpa Bill motioned to her mom coming in. 

In Cindy’s hands were two wrapped presents shaped like thin, large squares.  Cindy handed one 

to her dad and one to Shannon. 

“Can I open it, Mom?”  Shannon asked. 

“Sure, but let’s sit down, so you can look at what’s inside,” her mom suggested. 

Shannon tore off the paper and found a book inside.  On the front was the title “Photo Time 

with Shannon”.  The first page had a note from her mom that talked about how much her mom 

loved her and had enjoyed taking pictures with her.  The rest of the pages were filled with the 

pictures she had taken!  It was so cool to see her own pictures in a book.  The last page was a 

picture of Shannon, Grandpa Bill, and her mom taken by her dad.  Shannon loved the book. 

“Mom, thanks a bunch!” Shannon gave her mom a big hug. 

“I’m so glad you like it sweetie,” Cindy said, “I hope you’ll keep on taking lots of pictures and 

enjoying photography.” 

“Cindy,” her dad spoke up, “Thanks for everything.  It’s not the same as my old camera, but this 

has been a lot of fun to spend this time with you and Shannon and it is fun to use this new 

camera.” 
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“I’m glad, Dad.  Thanks for spending this time with us and for giving Shannon the camera in the 

first place.” Cindy smiled thankfully.  These few weeks had been special.  She was going to 

treasure this time with her daughter and dad for a long time. 

  

Lesson 9 Activity 

Put together a portfolio.  A portfolio is your best work.  Pick out one picture from each lesson.  

Have your parent order one 4 x 6 print of each picture.  When the pictures arrive (or you pick 

them up from the store, place each picture on a page and write a caption, or title, for each 

picture.  Then, write a short description of the picture and why you like it.  When you’re done, 

make a cover for your portfolio and give it a title. 

 

Parent Note: 

Sometimes it’s neat to see pictures in larger sizes instead of small ones.  Larger pictures are 

expensive on Shutterfly, but they are much cheaper on mpix.com ($1.99 as of 1/13) and 

adoramapix.com ($1.49 as of 1/13). 
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